
 

BERN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
820 West Leesport Road 
Leesport, PA 19533 
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MAILING ADDRESS: 

Bern Evangelical Lutheran Church 

820 West Leesport Road 

Leesport, PA  19533 

Phone: 610-374-4343 / Fax: 610-374-1014 

Email: bernlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

Website: www.bernchurch.org 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Bern-

Lutheran-Church-103625754955228 
 

WORSHIP: 

In-Sanctuary Worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

MINISTERS: 

ALL THE MEMBERS EVERYDAY 
 

DESIGNATED PASTOR: 

Pastor Gary Rarick, Phone: 610-401-1545 (cell) 
 

PARISH SECRETARY: 

Korinne Hotzman, 610-790-7195 (cell) 

Office Hours: Tuesday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

                       Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

                       Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

Jane Battaglieri, Phone: 610-370-0965 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Brenda Reichart, President 

Richard Gruber, Vice President 

Jane Battaglieri, Secretary 

David Hartman, Treasurer 

Pat Yocum, Financial Secretary 

Christopher Becker 

Richard Greener 

Matthew Kasisky 

Linda Lash 

Erin Readinger 

Theresa Shurr 
 

BUILDING PRINCIPLES: 

▪ Devotion to Jesus as Lord and Savior 

▪ Compassionate Sharing and Community Service 

▪ Persistent Faithfulness 

▪ Courageous Witness 

▪ Flexible Leadership 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to: 

   Learn God’s mission 

   Share God’s love 

   Witness through Word and Service 

   Welcome all to a fellowship of forgiveness and   

   thankful praise 
 

 

 
Bern Bugle’s Newsletter Sponsor 

The January Bern Bugle’s Joyful Notes is given to 
the Glory of God. 
 

Council Meeting Highlights 

The following discussions took place and decisions 
made at our Council Meeting on Monday, 
December 15th: 
 
▪ Approved initial repairs to heating system at a  
  cost of $2,475.00 or less from Capital  
  Improvement as authorized at congregational  
  meeting. 
 

▪ Approved replacement of 5 emergency lights that  
  no longer work at a cost of $985.00. 
 

▪ Installation of council members on Sunday,  
  January 4. 
 
▪ Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday,  
   February 22, 2026. 
 
▪ Agreed to participate in mid-week Lenten services  
   with both SV Pastoral Association and WBMD. 
 
The next Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday School 

All children are invited to join us for Sunday School 
after the worship service from 11:00-11:30 a.m. 
 
Council Member Installation 

At our worship service on Sunday, January 4, our 
council members will be installed. Let us pray for 
their service to Bern Lutheran Church throughout 
the year. 
 
Annual Committee Reports 

It is time to begin thinking about and preparing the 
committee reports to be included in our 2025 
Annual Report. Please have your reports submitted 
to the church office no later than Sunday, January 
18, so they can be assembled and available for 
members prior to our Congregational Meeting in 
February 2026. Thank you! 
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Newsletter Deadline 

Articles for the February Bern Bugle are due by 
Tuesday, January 20th. 
 
Offering Envelopes for 2026 

Member offering envelopes for 2026 are now 
available for pick up in the hallway at church. 
Please pick up your envelopes as well as any family 
members. You can also stop into the office to pick 
up your envelopes if you would like. 
 
Altar Flower, Bulletin, and Newsletter 
Sponsors 

Sign-up sheets for 2026 are now available on the 
bulletin board in the hallway. Prices will remain the 
same for Bulletins at $20.00/week and the 
Newsletter at $40.00/month. Please note that the 
price for the Altar Flowers is increasing to $40.00. 
If you would only want to sponsor one vase, you 
can see if another member would like to sponsor 
the other one. You are welcome to sponsor any of 
these items in honor of important birthdays/ 
anniversaries, in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one, or to the Glory of God. You may also contact 
Korinne in the church office to sponsor any of 
these items. 
 
Sign-up Sheets for January 

We are in need of Altar Flower sponsors for 
Sunday, January 18 and 25, Bulletin sponsors for 
Sunday, January 4, 11, and 25, and a Newsletter 
sponsor for January. Please sign up if you would 
like to sponsor any of these items and dates. 
 
End-of-Year Contribution Statements 

Your end-of-year contribution statements for July 1 
through December 31, 2025 should be arriving in 
your mailbox by the end of January. Please check 
them over carefully and notify Korinne in the 
church office if you notice any discrepancies. 
 
Inclement Weather 

We have already entered the season of snowy, 
wintry weather. From time to time the weather 
may affect our scheduled worship services and 
activities at church. If there would be inclement 
weather, particularly on a Sunday morning, tune 
into WFMZ-TV69, check our website and/or 
Facebook page, or call the church office for any 
information on delays and/or closings Any decision 
to cancel the worship service will be made by the 
Executive Committee of council at least 2 hours 
prior to the scheduled worship service or event. 
 
 

SV Food Pantry Distribution 

On Saturday, January 17, it will be Bern Church’s 
turn to help distribute food at the Schuylkill Valley 
Food Pantry. Please sign up on the sheet on the 
Outreach Bulletin Board if you are able to help that 
day. Also, mark your calendar for Saturday, July 
18th. Bern Church is scheduled to help with the 
food distribution on that day as well. Please 
consider volunteering. 
 
Safe Berks 

During the month of November, Bern Church held 
a collection for Safe Berks. Members were asked to 
bring in items to create welcome kits for those who 
arrive at Safe Berks. A total of 19 bags were 
delivered. Thank you for your generous donations. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our worship service on Sunday, November 23, a 
thank offering was collected for Safe Berks. A total 
of $438 was received from your generous 
contributions. Thank you! 
 



May God’s love light your way and lead you into a new 
year that shines with His special joy

         Happy New Year!  
 

 
Suggestion Box 

There is a suggestion box on the round table in the 
narthex. If you have an idea for 
something that you would like 
us to do, change, etc., please 
submit your idea and it will be 
addressed at the next council meeting. 
 

Emergency Forms 

Those members that have submitted emergency 
forms will be given the opportunity to review and 
update them as needed. Those that do not have a 
form on file can complete one and put it in the 
Parish Nurse mailbox. Forms and envelopes are on 
the round table in the narthex. These forms are 
kept in the sealed envelope which would only be 
opened in the case of a medical emergency while 
at church and contain information to assist EMS 
workers as well as an emergency contact number 
of who should be notified. 
 

 
 

   (* Denotes 80 years young) 
 

1 Jamie Wismer 

           2 Charles Lash 

         10 Hattie Schuler 

         13 Richard Greener  * 

         14 David Hartman 

         20 Asher Kneeream 

         26 Robert Hissinger * 

         27 Barry Eiche 

         27 Pauline Shuman * 

         27 G. Michael Zimmermann 

         28 Jane Battaglieri 

         28 Hannah Lash         

          

 
 

None this month. 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCOME AND ATTENDANCE 
 

     For the               Income toward 

Week Ending        Budget Expenses       Attendance 

 

   11/02/2025                  $3,586.00                     42 

   11/09/2025                  $2,779.50                     51 

   11/16/2025                  $   836.00                     42 

   11/23/2025                  $1,939.05                     47 

   11/30/2025                  $1,558.00                     72 

                                         

$3,259.19 is needed per week to meet 100% 

of the Budgeted Expenses 

 

Budget Report – Year to Date 

 

                                                November          YTD 

Income $12,912.00 $136,687.00 

Congregational Fundraising 

      .00 3,668.00 

Total Funds $12,912.00 $140,355.00 
 

Actual Income / Expenses    November           YTD 

   Budgeted Income $11,244.00 $107,025.00 

   Non-Budgeted Income 1,668.00 33,240.00 

   Budgeted Expenses 7,484.00 122,122.00 

   Non-Budgeted Expenses 875.00 8,629.00 

   Benevolence to be Paid 1,203.00 1,248.00  

Surplus/Deficit  +3,350.00 +8,266.00 
 

Benevolence to Nov. 30               YTD        2025 Pledge 

  Synod and ELCA $1,029.00 $3,000.00 

  World Hunger 1,465.00 1,500.00 

  Mission Field 1,029.00 1,300.00 

  W.B.M.D. 521.00 600.00 

  Other 718.00 .00 
   
Capital Improvement Acct.   November          YTD 

  Member Contributions $125.00 $  1,330.00 

  Interest 88.20 1,048.27 

  Expense     __ .00     ____ .00 

  $49,386.00 
 

Savings Account                      November          YTD           

  Thrivent Choice Dollars $       .00     $   1,342.00 

  Interest .00 8,237.00  

Expenses .00   _______.00 

                   $285,616.00 



Congratulations to our Organist, Jane 
Battaglieri 

We are thrilled to celebrate with Jane on the joyful 
occasion of becoming a grandmother! Her 
beautiful grandson, Logan James Carr, was born at 
2:00 p.m. on December 16th. Weighing in at a 
healthy 8 lbs., Logan is already bringing so much 
joy to the family. Please join us in congratulating 
Jane on this special occasion! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERS: 

Greg Knabb, Peggy Reagan, Evelyn Drobnick, Tina 

Hissinger, Berry Hey, Margaret Hey, Richard 

Greener, JoAnn Ketz, Donna Marks, Pauline 

Shuman, Lisa Miller, and Ruth Keeney 
 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 

John Mountz, Jessica Keller, Joel Koch, Pastor 

David Kistler, Kathy, Dolores Neidig, Lara and 

Drayton Pappas, Sheila Becker, Joan Ponzurick, 

Dick and Janet, Jean, Mary, Delores Kistler, Kathy 

Sutphin, Eddie Kissling, Nick Odagis, Danielle 

Roberts, Sheri Mafeo, Eleanor, Glenva, Courtney 

Davis, Giselle Davis, Matt DeLeon, Philip Triantis, 

Mike, Peggy Deemer, Joe and Karen Young, Brian, 

Jamie Hey, Glenn  Jones, Kailey, Renee Fullmer, 

Patrick, Susan, and Joyce 
 

(If you would like to add anyone to our prayer list, please 

contact Korinne in the church office. Please also notify her 

of anyone that could be removed.) 
 

 
 

SV Food Pantry 

This month, Bern Lutheran Church donated 262 
food items to the Schuylkill Valley Food Pantry. The 
items are as 
follows: pasta-28 
boxes, spaghetti-10 
boxes, mac & 
cheese-24 boxes, 
rice-1 packet, 
cereal-6 boxes, 
peanut butter-19 
jars, relish-1 jar, 
soup-24 cans, tuna-
48 cans, chicken-13 
cans, fruit-30 cans, 
vegetables-58 cans. As always, we thank you for 
your continued generosity and the food pantry is 
very appreciative of our support. 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWER, BULLETIN, AND NEWSLETTER 
SPONSORSHIPS 

 

You can sponsor Altar Flowers for $40.00/week, 

Bulletins for $20.00/week, or our monthly 

Newsletter for $40.00/month. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The cost of the Altar Flowers 

has increased to $40.00. If you don’t want to 

sponsor both vases, feel free to sponsor the vases 

with another member, each sponsoring one of the 

vases for $20.00. 
 
Altar Flower Sponsors: 

January 4 – Kathy LaRue 

January 11 – Beth Hartman 

January 18 – sponsor needed 

January 25 – sponsor needed 
 
Bulletin Sponsors: 
January 4 – sponsor needed 

January 11 – sponsor needed 

January 18 – Dianne Leininger 

January 25 – sponsor needed 
 
Newsletter Sponsor: 

sponsor needed 
 
Church Openers: 
January 4 – Patricia Yocum 

January 11 – Matthew Kasisky 

January 18 – Richard Gruber 

January 25 – Brenda Reichart 
 
Church Greeters: 

January 4 – Barbara Auchenbach 

January 11 – Barbara Auchenbach 

January 18 – Barbara Auchenbach 

January 25 – Nancy Malandra 
 
Lectors: 

January 4 – Kate Schuler 

January 11 – Beth Hartman 

January 18 – Tracey Leh 

January 25 – Brenda Reichart 
 
Communion Assistants: 

January 4 – Dianne Leininger 

January 11 – Linda Lash 

January 18 – Tracey Leh 
 
Supply Pastor Schedule: 

January 4 – Pastor William Fryer 

January 11 – Pastor Kenneth Gould 

January 18 – Pastor Kenneth Gould 

January 25 – Pastor William Fryer 



JANUARY 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
    

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

6:00pm-Food & Faith 

Fellowship Meal, 

Epler’s UCC 
 

7:00pm-Food & Faith 

Worship Service, 

Epler’s UCC 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

10:00am-Worship Service 

      

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Baptism of Our Lord 

10:00am-Worship Service 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm-Hawk Mountain 

Boy Scouts (Social Hall 

reserved) 

 

7:00pm-Finance/ 

Endowment Committee 

Meeting 

8:30am-12:00pm-

Heartland Herb Society 

(Social Hall reserved) 

 8:00am-SV Food 

Pantry Distribution 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00am-Worship Service 

7:00pm-Council 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day 

9:00am-Berks Quilters 

Guild All-day 

Workshop (Social Hall 

reserved) 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

   1:00pm-Social Hall 

reserved for Birthday 

Party by Tracey Leh 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00am-Worship Service 

-Social Hour after worship 

 

 

 4:30pm-Berks Festival 

of Faith (Social Hall 

reserved) 
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On the third night we 

talked about the miracle of 

the five loaves and two 

fishes. The game let our 

kids send their fish and 

rocks into the basket. 

sssbasbaskets. 


