BERN LUTHERAN CHURCH

820 West Leesport Road
Leesport, PA 19533

Address Service Requested

1 Corinthians 13:7

Love has the power of undergoing

all things, having faith in all
things, hoping all things.
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MAILING ADDRESS:

Bern Evangelical Lutheran Church

820 West Leesport Road

Leesport, PA 19533

Phone: 610-374-4343 / Fax: 610-374-1014

Email: bernlutheranchurch@gmail.com

Website: www.bernchurch.org

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/p/Bern-
Lutheran-Church-100081398742915/

WORSHIP:
In-Sanctuary Worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

MINISTERS:
ALL THE MEMBERS EVERYDAY

DESIGNATED PASTOR:
Pastor Gary Rarick, Phone: 610-401-1545 (cell)

PARISH SECRETARY:

Korinne Hotzman, 610-790-7195 (cell)

Office Hours: Tuesday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Jane Battaglieri, Phone: 610-370-0965

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Brenda Reichart, President

Richard Gruber, Vice President

Jane Battaglieri, Secretary

David Hartman, Treasurer

Pat Yocum, Financial Secretary

Dianne Leininger, Asst. Financial Secretary

Christopher Becker Beverly Moyer
Richard Greener Rich Myers
Matthew Kasisky Erin Readinger
Linda Lash

BUILDING PRINCIPLES:

= Devotion to Jesus as Lord and Savior

= Compassionate Sharing and Community Service
= Persistent Faithfulness

= Courageous Witness

= Flexible Leadership

PURPOSE STATEMENT:
God’s purpose for our congregation is to:
Learn God’s mission
Share God’s love
Witness through Word and Service
Welcome all to a fellowship of forgiveness and
thankful praise

Bern Bugle’s Newsletter Sponsor

The June Bern Bugle’s Joyful Notes is sponsored in
memory of Elwood Speicher by Beverly Moyer and
Barbara Speicher.

Council Meeting Highlights

The following discussions took place and decisions
made at our Council Meeting on Monday, May
11™;

* This year for Gods Work. Our Hands. we will be
assembling school backpacks as part of a joint
ministry project.

= A security camera will be installed at the back of
the church.

* Qur Social Hours will be rescheduled so they can
be held on the weeks that Lutheran Church of the
Holy Trinity worships here with us.

* The Berks Festival of Faith offering from 2025 that
had not yet been allocated, will be donated to
Hope Rescue Mission/Lighthouse.

The next Council Meeting will be held on Monday,
June 15" at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School

Sunday School is taking a break for the summer.
Classes will resume again in the fall. Enjoy your
summer!

Pastor Gary Rarick Sabbatical

Our Designated Pastor, Gary Rarick, will be on
sabbatical until Monday, July 20. If you have any
guestions or are in need of pastoral care, please
contact Pastor Diane LaFauci at 484-794-5503. If
your call goes to voicemail, please leave your
name, call-back number, and a message. Pastor
Diane will return your call as soon as possible.

Newsletter Deadline
Articles for the July Bern Bugle are due by Tuesday,
June 16™.

June Social Hour
Plan to join us for a Social Hour on Sunday, June 28,
after our worship service.
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Epler’s UCC Food & Faith

During Pastor Gary’s sabbatical, there will not be
any Food and Faith services until Friday, August 7,
when there will be an outdoor worship and potluck
meal. Mark your calendars and please join us!

Altar Flower, Bulletin, and Newsletter
Sponsors

Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the bulletin board in
the hallway. Prices will remain the same for
Bulletins at $20.00/week and the Newsletter at
$40.00/month. Please note that the price for the
Altar Flowers has increased to $40.00. If you
would only want to sponsor one vase, you can see
if another member would like to sponsor the other
one. You are welcome to sponsor these items in
honor of important birthdays/anniversaries, in
honor of or in memory of a loved one, or to the
Glory of God. You may also contact Korinne in the
church office to sponsor any of these items.

Sign-up Sheets for June

We are in need of a Bulletin sponsor for Sunday,
June 28. Please sign up if you would like to sponsor
this date. Thank you!

Spring Clothing Drive

Our Spring Clothing Drive is coming to an end. We
are partnering with Hope Rescue Mission/
Lighthouse to help provide clothing for individuals
and families in need within our community. We are
collecting gently used men’s, women'’s, and
children’s clothing such as light jackets, sweaters,
jeans, pants, shirts, new socks and undergarments
(preferred), and shoes in good condition.
Donations may be brought into church and placed
in the big cardboard box in the narthex. Our drive
will run until Sunday, June 7. Thank you for your
continued generosity and support!

Trash to Treasure Indoor Yard Sale

On Saturday, June 27, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Bern Church will be hosting a Trash to Treasure
Indoor Yard Sale. We need your help to make this
event a success!

We will be collecting gently used or unused items
beginning on Sunday, June 7, for our upcoming
indoor yard sale. Donations may be dropped off at
church and placed under the coat rack in the
narthex. The proceeds will benefit the Outreach
Ministries of Bern Church. Thank you for helping
turn your unused items into meaningful support for
our church and community.

OUR AUGUST SOCIAL HOUR IS GETTING A SWEET TWIST
—WE'RE HOSTING AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL!

JOIN US ON SUNDAY. AUGUST 30. FOR A RELAXED
GATHERING WITH DELICIOUS ICE CREAM AND PLENTY OF
TOPPINGS. A COOL TREAT TO REAT THE SUMMER HEAT.
IT'S A GREAT CHANCE TO CONNECT. UNWIND. AND ENJOY
A CLASSIC SUMMER FAVORITE TOGETHER.

VBS Is Coming!
[joint with Epler’s United Church of Christ]

Vacation Bible School is right around the corner!
Join us on Sunday, July 26, through Thursday, July
30, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Bern Lutheran Church
for a week filled with faith, fun, and friendship. Get
ready for an adventure like no other! Children will
head In the Wild, where kids will enjoy Bible
stories, music, crafts, and activities as they grow in
God’s love. Our mission project will be collecting
supplies needed by the Animal Rescue League. The
list of items requested will be made available to the
congregation for those who may want to donate.
There will also be a list posted of donations needed
for snack and other program areas. See the
registration form in this newsletter to sign up today
or click HERE.

Secretary Korinne Vacation

Our Secretary, Korinne, will be on vacation the
week of June 15", She will return to the office on
Tuesday, June 23" Phone messages and emails will
be checked regularly during the week.

Synod Assembly 2026

Thank you to Christopher and Annette Becker for
representing Bern Lutheran Church at the
Northeastern PA Synod Assembly to be held on
Thursday, June 4, through Saturday, June 6, at Split
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Rock Resort, Lake Harmony. The theme for this
year is “Imagine.” The Northeastern Pennsylvania
(NEPA) Synod Assembly is the annual gathering of
congregations, pastors, deacons, licensed lay
ministers, and leaders to worship, conduct
business, and discern our shared mission. As the
synod’s primary decision-making body, rostered
ministers and elected lay voting members consider
resolutions, elect leaders, and hear ministry
updates. This year, the Assembly will also include
the election of a bishop, as voting members
prayerfully discern and elect a bishop to serve a six-
year term. For more information about this year’s
assembly, click on the ASSEMBLY tab on the
Northeastern PA Synod website at
www.godslove.org/assembly2026

Thank You To All!

| want to personally thank all of the people that
helped us complete another successful BBQ
fundraiser. Our church family is second to none! A
special thank you to Chris Becker for his help with
the new BBQ signs, and a special thank you to
Korinne and her daughter, Riley, for what they did
to make my job easier. We made a total profit of

$2,499.02. - Phil Koty

Schuylkill Valley Food Pantry
For the month of May, Bern Lutheran donated 263

individual items to the Schuylkill Valley Food Pantry.

The items are as follows:

v’ Fruit — 31 cans

v’ Chicken — 6 cans

v’ Mac & Cheese — 2 boxes
v Noodles — 2 packages

v’ Vegetables — 20 cans

v’ Kleenex — 50 boxes

v’ Toilet Paper — 128 rolls
v’ Paper Towels — 12 rolls

T

Schuylkill Valley Food Pantry Summer
Request

Summer is almost upon us. Children will be out of
school, which means families could experience
added grocery expenses to have additional food on
hand during the summer months. The SVFP is
asking for your help to provide families with
additional food and snacks. Here are a few
suggestions of items that are nutritious and easy
for young people to prepare as well as fun for
snacks.

e Fruit cups and dried fruits

* Snack packs of pudding and gelatins

e Jerky

e Granola bars

* Snack size items such as cereals and crackers
e Lunchables

e Individual servings of macaroni & cheese and soups

Thank you to all the members who continuously
donate items to support those in need at the
Schuylkill Valley Food Pantry. Your generosity and
commitment make a meaningful difference in our
community.

7 n ovn 3
Thotights and Prtyers

MEMBERS: Gary Drobnick, George and Jane
Schaeffer, Janet Leh, Greg Knabb, Peggy Reagan,
Evelyn Drobnick, Tina Hissinger, Berry Hey,
Margaret Hey, Richard Greener, JoOAnn Ketz,
Donna Marks, Pauline Shuman, Lisa Miller, and
Ruth Keeney

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Pastor Virginia
Biniek, Noel, Harvey Lengel, Catherine Chilcoat,
John Mountz, Jessica Keller, Joel Koch, Kathy,
Sheila Becker, Joan Ponzurick, Dick and Janet,
Jean, Mary, Kathy Sutphin, Lara and Drayton
Pappas, Nick Odagis, Danielle Roberts, Sheri
Mafeo, Eleanor, Glenva, Courtney Davis, Giselle
Davis, Matt DeLeon, Philip Triantis, Mike, Peggy
Deemer, Joe and Karen Young, Brian, Jamie Hey,
Glenn Jones, Kailey, Renee Fullmer, Patrick, Susan,
and Joyce

(If you would like to add anyone to our prayer list, please

contact Korinne in the church office. Please also notify her
of anyone that could be removed.)
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A Message from Pastor Diane
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Being well into this Shared Ministry year now, we
are moving ahead with more long-term plans in
mind. The ultimate goal, of course, is calling a
pastor who can assume the full role God is leading
us to shape for the future. Key parts of my role in
this part-time position are to coordinate and
complement the worship experience, to determine
how pastoral needs may be met as they arise and
as how they may grow long-term, to support the
current ministries of each congregation, and to be
the connection between congregation councils.

Currently, | am bringing together corresponding
groups from each congregation to vision for what
this parish can look like and to discern what God is
calling us to do. The Oversight Committee meets
guarterly to set my preaching dates and to discern
specific ministries we can do effectively together
and with better possible outcome. The Worship
and Music teams from the three congregations
have started to look more closely at individual
resources to enhance the joint worship experience
and to plan for specific services.

Learning ministry runs a close second to worship
ministry in reaching members and others looking
for deeper spiritual understanding. Our first
communion preparation group brings children and
parents/grandparents together in a setting that
includes the practices of each congregation, a
bonus to what is usually accomplished in individual
congregations. Joint Pastor’s Study sessions
enhance insights and revelations and foster
relationships. Whether meeting on site or via
ZOO0M, relationships build, and that is a critical
component of an effective ministry. And VBS
planning is already in place, open to the
community!

Ultimately, | serve you all as Pastor, always with

the mission of moving ahead on the path before us.

Do let me know what else you want to know about
how we are church together! %

“KEED"’

f MOVMG ~ g

Your Sister in Christ,

Sulor Diane LS

Coming this summer!

Jewish Festivals and how they are
connected to key Christian festivals

We’ll meet Tuesday mornings on site for those who
wish to attend in person, and Tuesday evenings via
ZOOM. Look for sign-up sheets in your
congregation or contact the church office or Pastor
Diane directly at 484-794-5503.

Each weekly session is independent of the others, so
attend as you are able! Understanding the basis of
the individual Jewish festivals is key to deeper
understanding of the Christian festival and the
Christian faith.

Relationship to the events in Christ’s Life

FESTIVALS OT>>NT message
SPRING:

Unleavened bread Sin taken away
Firstfruits Resurrection/New Life

Weeks (Shavout/Pentecost) Holy Spirit

FALL.:

Trumpets/The Harvest
(Rosh Hashanah)

Tabernacles/Booths (Sukkot) The Water of Life

God’s presence with us

OTHER JEWISH FESTIVALS - Their relation-
ship to the events in Christ’s Life

SPRING:

Passover Relates to Maundy
Thursday/Good
Friday/Easter

FALL:

Atonement (Yom Kippur)  Relates to Good Friday

Welcome to June!

As summer begins and the days grow longer, June
brings a renewed sense of energy, community, and
celebration. This year is especially meaningful as
our nation prepares to commemorate the 250th
anniversary of American independence on July 4,
2026.

Throughout this month, let us take a moment to
reflect on the history, values, and spirit that unite
us. June is a wonderful time to enjoy family
gatherings, outdoor events, and the excitement
leading into this historic national milestone.

We wish everyone a safe, joyful, and memorable
start to the summer season!
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16
17
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23
26
28
28
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Sonja Starr

Judy Haas
Christopher Becker
Brian Eiche

Emma Mondoro
Sierra Adam

Dylan Slusser

Jean Ziegler *
Judy Scheipe *
Beth Hartman
Franklin Reifsnyder I11
Seeley Schlottman

David and Judy Haas (45 years)
Ted and Rachel Mountz (28 years)
David and Beth Hartman (43 years)

ALTAR HOWER. BULLETIN. AND NEWSLETTER
SPONSORSHIPS

You can sponsor Altar Flowers for $40.00/week,
Bulletins for $20.00/week, or our monthly
Newsletter for $40.00/month.

Altar Flower Sponsors:

June 7 — David and Beth Hartman

June 14 — Rich Myers

June 21 — Worship @ LCHT at 9:00 a.m.
June 28 — Barbara Auchenbach

Bulletin Sponsors:

June 7 — Dianne Leininger

June 14 — Dianne Leininger

June 21 — Worship @ LCHT at 9:00 a.m.
June 28 — sponsor needed

Newsletter Sponsor:
Beverly Moyer and Barbara Speicher

Church Openers:

June 7 — Brenda Reichart

June 14 — Richard Gruber

June 21 — Worship @ LCHT at 9:00 a.m.
June 28 — Christopher Becker

Church Greeters:

June 7 — Barbara Auchenbach

June 14 — Barbara Speicher

June 21 — Worship @ LCHT at 9:00 a.m.
June 28 — Nancy Malandra

Lectors:

June 7 — Beth Hartman

June 14 — Rich Myers

June 21 — Brenda Reichart (at LCHT)
June 28 — Kate Schuler

Communion Assistants:

June 7 — Hannah Lash

June 14 — Rich Myers

June 21 — Linda Lash (at LCHT)

Supply Pastor Schedule:

June 7 — Pastor William Fryer

June 14 - TBD

June 21 — Worship @ LCHT at 9:00 a.m.
June 28 — Pastor William Fryer

“June is the doorway to summer,
filled with sunshine, hope, and new
beginnings.”




Dear members of Bern Lutheran Church,

We would like to express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation for your donation towards our 2025
Christmas Program. Twenty-five children received
wonderful gifts because of your generosity!

The caseworker for Lunele, Lubainsone, Bendji,
Bendjina, Alexandra, and Jacob shared that the
mother thanked her multiple times. The children
were allowed to open the gifts the same day that
they were delivered. Bendjina shared that she got
clothing and toys and liked everything.

A caseworker who had referred a few families
asked if she could write a thank you note. Here is
what she wrote:

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for
all you 've done for my family this past Christmas.
Because of you, this family was able to experience
the joy and magic of the holiday season.

The gifts you provided brought not only the biggest
smiles/excitement, but also a sense of warmth and
care!

The little girls were ECSTATIC! Seeing their faces
light up will be a moment I’ll never forget. The boys
were thrilled!

Everything was appreciated!

Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and for
helping make this holiday season so memorable. We
are incredibly grateful for your support and hope to
continue this in the future!

With love, Jeilyn Colon

Thank you again for making it possible to bring joy
to these families. We hope that you continue to be
supportive of our children for the next holiday
season and may your 2026 be filled with happiness
and good health!

With much appreciation and thanks,
Gewsica Sueeney, Christmas Program Coordinator

INCOME AND ATTENDANCE

For the Income toward
Week Ending Budget Expenses Attendance
4/05/2026 $ 3,900.00 36
4/12/2026 $3,779.00 41
4/19/2026 $1,518.00 47
4/26/2026 $1,262.00 47

$3,259.19 is needed per week to meet 100%

of the Budgeted Expenses

Budget Report — Year to Date

April YTD
Income $9,662.00 $45,672.00
Congregational Fundraising 642.00 1,164.00
(Redners $318 / Lunch Bunch $846)
Total Funds $10,304.00 $46,836.00
Actual Income / Expenses  April YTD
Budgeted Income $8,316.00  $37,914.00
Non-Budgeted Income 1,987.00 8,922.00
Budgeted Expenses 8,929.00 40,450.00
Non-Budgeted Expenses 448.00 4,711.00
Benevolence to be Paid 227.00 227.00
Surplus/Deficit +699.00 +1,448.00
Benevolence YTD 2026 Pledge
Synod and ELCA $304.00 $3,000.00
World Hunger 439.00 1,500.00
Mission Field 334.00 1,300.00
W.B.M.D. 159.00 600.00
Other
-St. Francis Home ($140)
-Mary’s Shelter ($140)
-SV Food Pantry ($784) +$1,384.00
-Threshold ($160)
-Blanket of Hope ($160)
Capital Improvement Acct.  April YTD
Member Contributions $100.00 $ 440.00
Interest 85.85 341.34
Expense .00 .00
$50,276.13
Savings Account April YTD
Thrivent Choice Dollars $ .00 $ 510.00
Interest .00 2,639.15
Expenses (Transfer to Festival .00 -3,890.55
of Faith) $286,003.29
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SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2026
8 AM 1o 2 PM

BERN LUTHERAN CHURCH

820 West Leesport Road
Leesport, PA 19533

We will be collecting gently used items for our
upcoming indoor yard sale. Donations will be
accepted starting on Sunday, June 7th. You may
place your donations under the coat rack in the
narthex. Proceeds benefit the Outreach
Ministries of Bern Church. Thank you for helping
turn your unused items into meaningtul support

for our church and community.



Sponsored by: Bern Lutheran Church and Epler’s United Church of Christ

Vacation Bible School

Bern Lutheran Church
820 West Leesport Rd.

July 26-30 Age 3 up to completion
6-730 PM of 5th grade
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’*3' ® VBS REGISTRATION FORM
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Theme: “In the Wild”
at Bern Lutheran Church

along with Epler’s UCC
Sunday, July 26th to Thursday, July 30th
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Name
Date of Birth Grade Completed Age

(2- to 3-year olds must be accompanied by an adult for VBS)

Parent/Guardian Name(s)

Address

City State Zip

Cell Phone Home Phone Email

Will you accompany and stay with your child during VBS?  Yes No

Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number

Special needs? Allergies?

[s there a special friend your child must be with?

[ give permission to post photographs of me and/or my child(ren) on the church’s website, Facebook,
and other publications. Yes No

Are you a member of Epler’s UCC Bern Lutheran Other

Class/Crew Assignment

(completed by church)

Return or mail VBS Registration Form to:
Bern Lutheran Church
820 West Leesport Road
Leesport, PA 19533

You can register online by following this link: https://forms.gle/Jtfy91JQUBUuTTKe8

or you can also register on Epler’s UCC website at www.eplerschurch.org



JUNE 2026

1 2 3 4 5 6
6:00-8:00pm — Frog Pond
(AA Group)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Second Sunday after Pentecost 1:00pm-Hope Rescue 6:00pm-Hawk Mountain 6:00-8:00pm — Frog Pond
10:00am-Worship Mission Clothing Pick-up Council (Social Hall (AA Group)
-Hope Rescue Mission reserved)
Clothing Drive Ends
-Indoor Yard Sale Collection
Begins
Opener: Brenda Reichart
Lector: Beth Hartman
Greeter: Barbara Auchenbach
Comm Asst: Hannah Lash
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Third Sunday after Pentecost 7:00pm-Council Meeting 9:00am-Berks Quilters 6:00-8:00pm — Frog Pond
10:00am-Worship Guild Workshop (Parking (AA Group
Lot Use)
Opener: Richard Gruber Secretary Korinne Secretary Korinne Secretary Korinne Secretary Korinne
Lector: Rich Myers Vacation until June 23 Secretary Korinne Vacation until June 23 Vacation until June 23 Vacation until June 23
Greeter: Barbara Speicher Vacation until June 23
Comm Asst: Rich Myers
Father’s Day
Newsletter Deadline
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am-Joint Worship at Lutheran
Church of the Holy Trinity,
Leesport

Lector: Brenda Reichart
Comm Asst: Linda Lash

5:30-7:00pm-Festival of
Faith VVBS (Social Hall
reserved)

5:30-7:00pm-Berks Festival

of Faith VVBS (Social Hall

reserved)

-Bern Lutheran Church
providing the meal

5:300-7:00pm-Festival of
Faith VVBS (Social Hall
reserved)

Shared Ministry Meeting
at Trinity, Gouglersville

5:30-7:00pm-Festival of
Faith VVBS (Social Hall
reserved)

9:00am-Trash to Treasure
Set-up (Social Hall
reserved)

6:00-8:00pm — Frog Pond
(AA Group)

8:00am-2:00pm-Trash to
Treasure Indoor Yard Sale
(Social Hall reserved)

28
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am-Worship
-Social Hour after worship

Opener: Christopher Becker
Lector: Kate Schuler
Greeter: Nancy Malandra

29

30
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