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MAILING ADDRESS:
Bern Evangelical Lutheran Church
820 West Leesport Road
Leesport, PA 19533
Phone: 610-374-4343
Fax: 610-374-1014
Email: bernlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.bernchurch.org
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/BernLutheran-Church-103625754955228
WORSHIP AVAILABILITY:
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
In Sanctuary Worship
Parking Lot Service (91.7 FM)
Video on our Website and YouTube
MINISTERS:
ALL THE MEMBERS EVERYDAY
PASTOR:
The Rev. Phyllis Wolkenhauer
Phone: 727-543-3537
Email: pastorphylliswolkenhauer@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am, and
Thursday 10:00-11:30 am
PARISH SECRETARY:
Korinne Hotzman
Office Hours: Tuesday 8:00 am-2:00 pm, Wednesday
12:00 pm-4:00 pm, and Thursday 8:00 am-1:00 pm
MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Jane Battaglieri
Phone: 610-370-0965
BUILDING PRINCIPLES:
▪ Devotion to Jesus as Lord and Savior
▪ Compassionate Sharing and Community Service
▪ Persistent Faithfulness
▪ Courageous Witness
▪ Flexible Leadership
PURPOSE STATEMENT:
God’s purpose for our congregation is to:
Learn God’s mission
Share God’s love
Witness through Word and Service
Welcome all to a fellowship of forgiveness and
thankful praise

BERN BUGLE SPONSOR
The Bern Bugle for this month is sponsored by
Michael and Brenda Reichart in honor of the birth
of our Lord and Savior.
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
Next meeting: December 20th at 7:00 p.m.
The following discussions took place and decisions
made at our council meeting on Monday, November
8th:
▪ We have received notice from the Small Business
Association that the Payroll Protection Plan loan
that we received has been “forgiven” and will not
need to be paid back. This loan helped to replace
the budgeted income that had been earned by fund
raising prior to COVID-19.
▪ Council agreed to support a Christmas Outreach
Project in support of Berks County Children and
Youth Services (see separate article for details).
▪ A Christmas Eve service will be added to the
schedule at the recommendation of the Worship &
Music Committee. This will be a single service
offered at 7:00 p.m.
2021 SECRET PRAYER PARTNERS
Throughout the year we had a small group praying
for one another. The group was paired up in such a
way that they did not know who was praying for
them. We exchanged cards and notes without
identifying ourselves, keeping a little mystery for
some fun. The one thing we did know, was that
someone was praying for us every day. It is time
now for the revealing of the 2021 Prayer Partners.
Those of you participating in the program, please
send a Christmas card to your Secret Prayer Partner
and sign your name. Thank you for faithfully
keeping your Prayer Partner in prayer through 2021.

Pastor Phyllis

CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be held on
December 5 (after the Live Nativity practice),
12, and 19 at 11:00 am. There will be no class
on December 26 or January 2. See you in the
Youth Room!
SUNDAY SCHOOL - Please join us from 11:00
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on December 5, 12, 19, and 26.
We meet in the second classroom on the right.
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Join Pastor Phyllis the first 3
Thursdays in December, or as
often as you are able, at 9:00
a.m. to study the lessons for the
upcoming Sunday. It is a meaningful
way to study God’s Word and learn
from one another. We enjoy prayer together as
well as lively discussion. We will meet in the
Library.
LIVE NATIVITY
The youth of our congregation will present a live
nativity program on Saturday, December 11,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. The entire program will be
presented in the sanctuary. Following the program,
we invite you to join us in the Social Hall to share
refreshments, Christmas cookies, and fellowship
time together.
POINSETTIA ORDER FORMS
We will be adorning our sanctuary
with red and white poinsettias for
our Christmas Eve service. If you
would like to order any plants,
please return the enclosed form
with your payment and place in the offering plate or
mail to the church office by Sunday, December
12th. The price for each plant is $5.50. A minimum
of 60 plants are needed in order to decorate the
poinsettia tree. Thank you!
LUNCH BUNCH will be meeting on Monday,
December 20, at 12 noon.
STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
If you would like to contribute towards monetary
Christmas gifts for our staff, please place your
donation in an envelope (envelopes can be found on
the round table in the narthex) and clearly mark the
amount you are contributing to each staff member’s
gift. If nothing is noted on the envelope, your
contribution will be divided evenly between the
staff members. Contributions may be placed in the

offering plate or mailed to the church. All
contributions must be received by Sunday,
December 19, 2021. Thank you!
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Articles for the January Bern Bugle are due by
Tuesday, December 21.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us on December 24th for our Christmas Eve
service at 7:00 p.m. It will include Candlelight,
Holy Communion and a Children’ Sermon.
ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
It is once again time to begin preparing the Annual
Book of Reports for 2021. Please submit all reports
to the church office no later than Sunday, January
9th, so that they can be assembled and available
prior to the February Congregation Meeting.
A VOLUNTEER will be needed to post the
Sunday worship service to YouTube after the end of
this year. Please contact Mike or Brenda Reichart if
you are willing to take over the posting. Training
will be provided if needed.
TEXT ALERTS
We needed to establish a new text alert account so
everyone who would like to receive them will need
to sign up. If you received them in the past and
would like to continue to receive
them, you will need to sign up again.
These alerts have been used for
daily scripture, announcements and
reminders as well as service
cancellations due to inclement
weather. If you would like to receive text messages,
please type @bernlut on your phone and send to
81010 to sign up. If you want to register an email
account, please provide your email address and you
can be added to the group.
SHARING HOLIDAY GREETINGS WITH
OUR BERN CHURCH FAMILY
Those who would like to share their holiday
greetings with fellow members by placing them on
the bulletin board in the hallway rather than mailing
them are invited to do so again this year. We also
invite you to place the money that you have saved
on postage by not mailing cards in the box below
the bulletin board. These “savings” will then be
shared with World Hunger.

CHRISTMAS CARD IDEAS
In these isolating times there are some who are able
to get out more than others. You
may want to add to your
Christmas card list those in our
congregation, who we are aware
of, that do not get out much.
Their addresses can be found in
your directory. If you need a
current directory, please contact the church office.
Jim Bernhart
Robert Frey
Margaret Hey
Beatrice Kauffman
Ruth Keeney
Betty Klopp
June Kochan
Gladys Krick

Arlene Lengel
Warren Lengel
Darryl & Doris Schlappich
Pauline Shuman
Verna Speicher
Ronald & Phyllis Stonefelt
Doris Supplee

SHARING THE LOVE OF JESUS WITH OUR
COMMUNITY
Berks Children and Youth Services works hard all
year to try to prevent child abuse and neglect. The
staff also does their best to help those that they
serve to have something special to enjoy at
Christmas. We would like to fulfill some Christmas
wishes for a number of the children they serve. We
will be receiving a list of names of children and
some gift suggestions. This information will be
placed on a tree in the narthex. If you would like to
participate, please choose a name from the tree that
you would like to shop for. Your gifts should be
wrapped and must be returned to the church no later
than Wednesday, December 15th so that they can be
picked up and delivered to the children for
Christmas.
BULLETIN, NEWSLETTER, AND ALTAR
FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS
In order to provide high quality weekly bulletins
and cover mailing costs, we invite you to become
a Bulletin sponsor for only $20.00/week. You can
also sponsor our monthly Newsletter for
$40.00/month. Or you can help in presenting our
best before God as we worship by sponsoring
Altar Flowers. Please note: Effective January 1,
2022, the cost to sponsor Altar Flowers will
increase to $35.00/week. You are welcome to
sponsor any of these items in honor of important
birthdays/anniversaries, in honor of or in memory
of someone, or to the Glory of God. Sign-up
sheets for 2022 are now available on the bulletin
board in the hallway.

Altar Flower sponsors for December:
December 5 – Richard and Christine Gruber
December 12 – Richard and YuYun Greener
December 19 – Tina and Bob Hissinger
December 26 – Poinsettias
Bulletin sponsors for December:
December 5 – Sponsored
December 12 – Barry Shurr
December 19 – Tina and Bob Hissinger
December 26 – Michael and Brenda Reichart
Newsletter sponsor for December:
Michael and Brenda Reichart
Church Openers and Greeters for December:
December 5 – Evelyn Drobnick
December 12 – Dianne Leininger
December 19 – Matthew Kasisky
December 24 – Terri Shurr
December 26 – Richard Gruber
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH
Much of the work of the church is accomplished by
the various committees that have been established
within it. Many of these groups lost momentum…
and members during the pandemic. In order to
move forward and get ourselves “back on track,”
we are asking that all committees resume meeting
again in 2022, if they have not already done so.
There are a few groups that could use some
additional volunteers. Please consider joining.
Finance Committee – If you are interested in how
the finances of our congregation are managed and
how we prepare and work to stay in line with our
annual budget.
Christian Education – If you are interested in
providing opportunities for learners of all ages to
increase their knowledge and their faith.
Outreach – If you would like to explore
opportunities and plan activities that allow us to
share our faith with our community and provide
opportunities for fellowship within and beyond our
doors.
If you would like to learn more about any of these
committees, or are ready now to take advantage of
any of these opportunities, please contact Brenda
Reichart at 610-926-6772. We welcome new
members and new ideas!

in the community
CHRISTMAS VESPER SERVICE
All are invited to attend the St. Daniel’s Lutheran
Church 19th Annual Christmas Vesper Service on
Sunday, December 12, held at Conrad Weiser
High School Auditorium featuring the Reading
POPS Orchestra and vocal soloists. The service will
begin at 4:00 p.m. with pre-service music provided
by the POPS Brass Ensemble at 3:30 p.m. A free
will offering will be taken. Face coverings are
appreciated. For more information, call 610-6935145 or www.stdaniels.com.

MEMBERS:
Bob Frey, June Kochan, Jim Bernhart, Warren
Lengel, and Ruth Keeney
FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Family and friends of George Frey, Bob Stoner,
Betty Gruber, Ashley, Stacy Laroche, Philip
Triantis, Mike, Dennis Hettinger, Peggy Deemer,
Joe and Karen Young, Ryder Knechtle and family,
Brian, James Hey, Glenn Jones, Kailey, Renee
Fullmer, Patrick, Susan, Owen Hey, Joyce, Rev.
Fred Foerster, Brenda Frey, Erin Ascencio, and
Lesley Wegman
THE SCHUYLKILL VALLEY FOOD
PANTRY IS IN NEED OF YOUR HELP!

Please be sure to use your Save-a-Tape card when
making your purchases at Redner’s. We can only
use receipts that have used this card. For more
information about this program, please visit:
https://www.rednersmarkets.com/
redners-save-a-tape-program.html

GLOSSY MAGAZINE RECYCLING
PROGRAM for Ronald McDonald House.
We are currently
collecting glossy
magazines. You will
find a black bin under
the coat racks to place
your magazines.
Why do we do this?
To help each other and the environment.
When the containers are full, Ronald McDonald
House calls Consolidated Scrap Resources, Inc.
to pick up the containers. They process the
contents and sell them to a paper mill, which
turns the discarded paper into new magazine
paper. A portion of the proceeds from each ton of
paper collected comes directly to RMHC-CP.
Since this program began in 2004, over $371,000
has raised by recycling over 14,000 tons of
glossy paper.

We have plenty of supplies and funds (thank you
for your continued donations), but we are in the
process of re-organizing
and need volunteers to
take some more leadership
roles. With the changes of
a new organization, we are
in need of leadership and
board members.
We are so grateful that many have stepped forward
to be in charge of the distribution, but now we are
specifically looking for individuals to represent
their churches on the board that would oversee the
organization. This would be for a 2-3 year
commitment (depending on the term limits that are
established by this new group) beginning in about
18 months. The committee meets approximately
four times per year (once a quarter) and does not
take too much of your time outside of those
meetings. If you would like to volunteer to
represent your church on this committee, please
speak with your pastor and have them contact Rev.
Gary Rarick, administrator of the SV Food Pantry
or if you have any questions. His contact
information is: pastorrarick@gmail.com or 610401-1545.
Pastor Gary will be stepping down as the
administrator once the new organization is up and
running, but he is working diligently with the
current committee to get the new organization
established.

INCOME AND ATTENDANCE
$3,259.19 is needed per week to meet 100%
of the Budgeted Expenses
Budget Report – Year to Date

(* Denotes 80 years young)

October
Income
$12,451.83
Congregational Fund Raising 3,295.00
Total Funds
$15,746.83

YTD
$141,961.86
5,668.74
$136,293.12

Actual Income / Expenses
October
Budgeted Income
$11,921.14
Non-Budgeted Income
3,825.69
Budgeted Expenses
17,558.98
Non-Budgeted Expenses
2,899.90
Benevolence to be Paid
383.00
Surplus/Deficit
–5,125.05

YTD
$111,708.86
30,253.00
131,480.10
3,999.45
411.00
9,671.31

Benevolence
Synod and ELCA
World Hunger
Mission Field
W.B.M.D.
Other
CROP Walk
Disaster Relief

2021 Pledge
$3,000.00
1,500.00
1,300.00
600.00

Capital Improvement Acct.
Member Contributions
Interest
Expense

YTD
$2,584.00
1,594.50
772.00
456.50
308.00
130.00
October
$130.00
.69
0.00

Andrew Kasisky
Marlies Goetz
Margaret Hey
Owen Steiger
Makayla Riegel
Theresa Shurr
JoAnn Ketz
Nicholas Braucher
Corrine Bender
Nancy Malandra *
Fawn Fix
Matthew Reichart
Jeffrey Shurr
Beverly Moyer
Barbara Speicher
Brooke Steiger
Marke Wismer

--YTD
$1,225.00
6.66
0.00
$40,626.11

Savings Account
Thrivent Choice Dollars
Interest
Expenses

3
5
7
12
13
15
17
18
20
20
21
21
23
27
27
27
31

YTD
$392.00
32.61
0.00
$131,534.46

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Just a reminder to consider designating your “Choice
Dollars” to Bern Lutheran Church. This program
continues to benefit our church through your
quarterly designations. Thrivent’s phone number is
800-847-4836. When you hear the menu of options,
simply say “Choice Dollars” and you will be
connected to an operator to conduct the transaction.
To make your designation by email, go to
www.Thrivent.com and fill in the necessary
information.

7
7
14
26

Richard and Christine Gruber (47 years)
Jeffrey and Sandra Schucker (47 years)
Richard and YuYun Greener (26 years)
Michael and Brenda Reichart (40 years)

Wishing everyone a very

WREATHS across AMERICA
Please help Bern Cemetery Co. remember our military veterans by sponsoring a
wreath in either the Bern Cemetery and/or the Bern Historic Graveyard this
holiday season.
The cost for the wreath is $15.00. They are live wreaths from Maine and are 22
inches in diameter with a red bow. They will be placed at the graves on
Saturday, December 18, 2021.
Wreaths Across America will be having a ceremony prior to the laying of
wreaths on December 18, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. in the Bern Reformed UCC Church.
We are also looking for volunteers to help with the laying of the wreaths on
the cemetery. Please let Barry Shurr know if you are able to help. You can
speak with him either at church or by calling 610-372-7229. Thank you!
Checks are to be made out to Bern Cemetery Company. Deadline is December
1st and could be put into the offering plate or given to board member, Barry
Shurr.
Checks can also be mailed to Barbara Reed, Treasurer Bern Cemetery Company,
3 Brossman Lane, Wernersville, PA 19565.

Please fill out and return this form with your check.
_______________________________________________
Sponsor (your name): __________________________________________________
Place on Grave of ___________________________or where needed ___________
Number of wreaths __________________
Total Amounts: $____________________

DECEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

5
2nd Sunday of Advent
10:00 am – Worship
11:00am – Sunday School
11:00am – Living Nativity
Rehearsal
After Living Nativity
Rehearsal-Confirmation
Class

6
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am

7
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am
Secretary: 8:00-2:00 pm
7:00 pm – Boy Scouts

2

Secretary: 12:00-4:00 pm

Pastor: 10:00-11:30 am

7:00 pm – Boy Scouts

Secretary: 8:00-1:00 pm

Wreaths Across America
Order Deadline

9:00 am – Bible Study

8
Secretary: 12:00-4:00 pm
5:00-8:00pm – Girl Scout
Alumni Group

Sat
3

9
Pastor: 10:00-11:30 am
Secretary: 8:00-1:00 pm

4

6:00-8:00 pm – Frog
Pond

10
6:00-8:00 pm – Frog
Pond

11
6:00pm-Live Nativity
at Bern Lutheran
Church

9:00 am – Bible Study

Opener: Evelyn Drobnick

12
3rd Sunday of Advent
10:00 am – Worship
11:00 am – Confirmation
and Sunday School
▪ Poinsettia Orders Due
4:00 pm – Christmas
Vespers, Conrad Weiser HS

13
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am
1:00 pm – Senior
Berners

14
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am

15
Secretary: 12:00-4:00 pm

16
Pastor: 10:00-11:30 am

Secretary: 8:00-2:00 pm

Secretary: 8:00-1:00 pm

6:00pm-Boy Scouts
(social hall)

9:00 am – Bible Study

17
6:00-8:00 pm – Frog
Pond

18
1:00 pm – Wreaths
Across America
Ceremony prior to
laying of the wreaths

Opener: Dianne Leininger

19
4th Sunday of Advent
10:00 am – Worship
11:00am-Confirmation
Class and Sunday School
▪ Staff Christmas Gifts Due

20
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am

26

Opener: Richard Gruber

22
Secretary: 12:00-4:00 pm

Secretary: 8:00-2:00 pm

12:00 pm – Lunch
Bunch

23
Pastor: 10:00-11:30 am
Secretary: 8:00-1:00 pm

24

25

7:00 pm – Christmas
Eve worship service

3:30pm-Quilters

7:00 pm – Council Mtg.

Opener: Matthew Kasisky
1st Sunday of Christmas
10:00 am – Worship
11:00am-Sunday School

21
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am

Opener: Terri Shurr

First Day of Winter
Newsletter Deadline

27
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am

28
Pastor: 9:00-11:00 am
Secretary: 8:00-2:00 pm

Christmas Eve

29
Secretary: 12:00-4:00 pm

30
Pastor: 10:00-11:30 am
Secretary: 8:00-1:00 pm

Christmas Day

31
6:00-8:00 pm – Frog
Pond
New Year’s Eve
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We are planning to adorn our sanctuary with red and white poinsettias for
our Christmas Eve service. If you would like to order any plants, please return
this form with your payment and place in the offering plate or mail to the
church office by Sunday, December 12th. The price for each plant is $5.50.
Thank you!
Number of poinsettias at $5.50 each: red______ white______
Total Amount Enclosed: $_________

NAME: __________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: __________________________________
ENVELOPE #: _____________________________________
DEDICATIONS (In Honor of, In Memory of, or To the Glory of God):
In honor of:

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
In memory of:

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Given to the Glory of God:

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
PLEASE NOTE: A minimum of 60 plants are needed in order to decorate
the poinsettia tree. Thank you!

